
The informa tion detailed below is taken directly from the Fed eral Rules of Appellate Procedure (FR AP).

This information is what an attorney will be referred to when calling the court seeking information on

admission to the bar, and rules related to adm ission to the bar.

We have provided these word for word from the FRAP (Rule 46), in order to make them easier to obtain.

Frap 46. Attorneys  (a) Admiss ion to the  Bar. 

(1) Eligibility. An attorney is eligible for admission to the bar of a court of appeals if that attorney is of

good moral and professional character and is admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the

United States, the highest court of a state, another United States court of appeals, or a United States

distric t cou rt (inc luding  the d istrict  cour ts for  Gua m, th e No rther n Ma riana  Islands, and the Virg in

Islands.) 

(2) Application. An applicant must file an application for admission, on a form  approved by the court

that contains the applicant's personal statement showing eligibility for membership. The applicant

mus t subsc ribe to the fo llowing oath  or affirm ation: 

"I, _________, do solemnly swear [or affirm] that I will conduct myself as an

attorn ey and  coun selor o f this co urt, upr ightly an d acco rding to  law; an d that I w ill

supp ort the C onstitu tion of  the Un ited Sta tes."  

(3) Admis sion P roced ures. On written or oral motion of a member of the court's bar, the court will act

on the application. An applicant may be adm itted by oral motion in open court. But, unless the court

orders otherwise, an applicant need not appear before the court to be admitted. Upon admission, an

applican t mus t pay the clerk  the fee pr escribe d by local rule o r court ord er. 

(b) Suspen sion or Disbarm ent 

(1) Standard. A member of the court's bar is subject to suspension or disbarment by the court if the

mem ber: 

(A) has been susp ended or disbarred from  practice in any other court; or 

(B) is guilty of cond uct unb ecom ing a m emb er of the c ourt's bar . 

(2) Procedure. The  me mb er m ust be give n an o ppo rtunity t o sho w good ca use , within  the tim e

prescr ibed by the c ourt, why the  mem ber sho uld not be  suspe nded o r disbarre d. 

(3) Order.  The court must enter an appropriate order after the member responds and a hearing is held,

if reques ted, or afte r the time  prescrib ed for a re spons e expires , if no respo nse is m ade. 

(c) Discipline. A court of appeals may discipline an attorney who practices before it for conduct

unbecom ing a mem ber of the bar or for failure to comply with any court rule. First, however, the court

mu st aff ord th e atto rney re asonab le not ice, an opp ortun ity to sh ow cause to th e con trary, a nd, if

reques ted, a hea ring. 

(As amende d Mar. 10, 1986, eff. July 1, 1986; Apr. 24, 1998, eff. Dec . 1, 1998.) 

**** 11th Cir. R . 46-1 Atto rneys. 

(a) Admission and Fees. Only attorne ys adm itted to the ba r of this cou rt may pr actice be fore the c ourt.

Adm ission is go vern ed by F RAP  46 an d this  Eleve nth C ircuit R ule. A n atto rney s eek ing ad mis sion  shall

submit an application on a form supplied by the clerk to the clerk's principal office in Atlanta accompanied



by an a dm ission fee  of $2 0.00  payab le to U .S. Court o f App eals , Non -App ropr iated  Fun d, 11 th Cir cuit. It is

the responsibility of each member of the bar to keep this court informed of any changes to addresses,

phone  num bers, fax  num bers, an d em ail addres ses. 

(b) Readmission and Fees Each attorney admitted to the bar of this court shall pay a readmission fee of

$10 .00 every fiv e year s. A n ew certific ate o f adm ission will not issue  upon  paym ent o f this f ee. A ttorneys

admitted after April 1, 1989, shall pay this readmission fee to the clerk on or before the fifth anniversary of

their admission. Attorneys admitted prior to April 1, 1989, shall pay this readmission fee to the clerk during

the month indicated in the following schedule, and then during that sam e month eac h five years thereafter:

Last Nam e (Initial) Payment Date 

A - D April, 1994 

E-K May, 1994 

L-R June, 1994 

S-Z July, 1994 

If the readmission fee is not timely paid, the clerk shall send notice of nonpayment to the attorney at the

address on the roll of attorneys admitted to practice before this court (attorney roll) and advise the attorney

that payment of the readmission fee is due within 30 days of said notice. If the readmission fee is not

thereafter paid within 30 days, the clerk shall strike that attorney's name from the attorney roll, sending

notice of same to the attorney at the address on the attorney roll. If the court's 30-day notice is returned

undelivered due to an incorrect address, no further notice is required to be sent. If an attorney whose

nam e is stricke n from  the attorne y roll due to non paym ent of the r eadm ission fee  thereafte r wishes  to

seek  readm ission to the  bar of this c ourt, said a ttorney sha ll apply for adm ission to the  bar purs uant to

section (a ) of this outline . 

(c) Admission for Particular Proceeding. The following attorneys shall be admitted for the particular

proceeding in which they are appearing without the necessity of formal application or payment of the

admission fee: an attorney appearing on behalf of the United States, a federal public defender, an attorney

appointed by a federal court under the Criminal Justice Act or app ointed to represent a party in forma

paupe ris. Attorne ys in these c ategories  who de sire to rece ive an adm ission ce rtificate from  the Eleve nth

Circuit m ust pay the  adm ission fee . 

(d) Entry of Appearance. An attorney admitted to the bar of this court shall enter an appearance in each

appeal in w hich  the a ttorney par ticipa tes a t the tim e the  appe al is do cke ted o r upo n not ice by the cle rk. A ll

attorneys intending to argue must file the form for entry of appearance  provided by the clerk, which form

requires counsel, in addition to other pertinent information: (1) to cite all pending related and similar

appeals reasonably known to counsel to be on the docket of this court; (2) to indicate on the appearance

form  whethe r the app eal is in a cate gory of ap peals en titled to prefer ence in p rocess ing by law. 

(e) Attorney Discipline. This court has adopted rules governing attorney conduct and discipline. See

Addendum Eight. 

(f) Appo intme nt or W ithdraw al of Co unse l. 

(1) Appellate Obligations of Retained Counsel. Retained counsel for a criminal defendant has an

obligation to continue to represent that defendant until successor counsel either enters an

appearance or is appointed under the Criminal Justice Act, and may not abandon or cease

repres entation o f a defen dant ex cept up on orde r of the co urt. 

(2) Habeas Corpus or 28 U.S.C. §§ 2255 Pauper Appeals When any pro se appeal for either habeas



corpus or 2255 relief is classified for oral argument, counsel will normally be appointed under the

Criminal Justice Act before the appeal is calendared. The screening panel which classifies the

appeal for oral argument will advise the clerk who will then obtain counsel under the regular

proced ure. 

(3) Relieving Court Appointed Counsel on Appeal. Counsel appointed by the trial court shall not be

relieved on appeal except in the event of incompatibility between attorney and client or other serious

circum stance s. 

(4) Crim inal Justice  Act App ointme nts. The  Judicial C ouncil of this  Circuit has  adopted  the Eleve nth

Circuit Plan  under th e Crim inal Justice  Act and  Guideline s for Co unsel S upplem enting the  Eleventh

Circuit Plan under the Criminal Justice Act. See Addendum Four. 

(5) Non-Criminal Justice Act Appointments. This court has adopted rules governing Non-Criminal

Justice Act Appointments. See Addendum Five. 

**** 

I.O.P

- 

There is no formal swearing-in ceremony. 


